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Ph.D. Student is Named Winner of
First WiSE Diversity Award at UCSB

Juliana Bernal Ostos, a second-year Ph.D. student in UC Santa Barbara's Materials
Department, has been named winner of the 2009 WiSE Diversity Award.

UCSB's Women in Science and Engineering (WiSE) program presents the Diversity
Award to recognize UCSB graduate students who have taken the initiative to
promote and support diversity at any level of education in the Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields. Bernal Ostos is WiSE's first Diversity
Award recipient.

Bernal Ostos received the award for outstanding achievements in outreach and
mentoring activities in the STEM fields.

"In just two years at UCSB, Bernal Ostos has already made a marked impact toward
promoting STEM diversity on campus, in the greater Santa Barbara community, and
nationally, influencing students at other institutions," WiSE said in a statement
announcing the award. "In addition to participating and volunteering within the
many outreach activities facilitated by UCSB's California NanoSystems Institute or
Materials Research Laboratory, Bernal Ostos is also deeply involved with mentoring
high school and undergraduate students throughout the school year."

Bernal Ostos served as a mentor for the robotics team at Dos Pueblos High School,
and helped lead the all-girls team in charge of the design and manufacturing of two



of the robot's components. The team was undefeated in the Sacramento regional
competition and won Best Quality Robot honors at the World Championships in
Atlanta.

WiSE is a campus organization dedicated to promoting equal opportunity for women
and girls in science and engineering, and to improving their scientific and career
advancement.
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About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.

http://www.wise.ucsb.edu/

