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TWO UCSB SCIENTISTS ELECTED
FELLOWS OF AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES

UC Santa Barbara professors Joseph G. Polchinski and William W. Murdoch have
been elected to the prestigious American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Polchinski,
a professor of physics, and Murdoch, a professor of ecology, were among the 177
fellows in the Academy's 2002 class.

They bring to 23 the number of UCSB faculty to become fellows of the academy.

Polchinski, a UCSB faculty member and research physicist since 1990, has spent
much of his career working with string theory, which proposes that matter at its
most basic level consists of tiny vibrating strings.

The theory seeks to provide a unified depiction of all the forces and types of matter
found in nature.

Murdoch, who joined the UCSB faculty in 1965, has worked extensively in population
dynamics, particularly in the interactions between predators and prey and parasites
and their hosts. He established the National Center for Ecological Analysis and
Synthesis at UCSB. In addition, he is the Charles Storke II Professor of Ecology,
Evolution and Marine Biology at UCSB, and is the director of UCSB's seven natural
reserves.



The American Academy of Arts and Sciences was formed in 1780 by American
founding fathers John Adams, John Hancock and others. Its current membership
includes more than 150 Nobel laureates and more than 50 Pulitzer Prize winners.

Polchinski, Murdoch and other newly elected fellows will be formally inducted into
the Academy Oct. 5, 2002, in a ceremony at its headquarters in Cambridge, Mass.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


