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WIN CASH IN UCSB POETRY CONTEST

Oxnard sixth-grader Cesar Cervantes won first place and $100 in a Fiestas Patrias
poetry contest sponsored by the University of California, Santa Barbara and the
Ventana Abierta

magazine of Latino literature, art and culture.

Cervantes, who attends Marina West Elementary School, titled his piece "Fiestas
Patrias De 16 Septiembre" and wrote of the evolution of Mexican history, spelling
out "Fiestas Patrias" with the first letters of each line.

Damaris Alvarez, a fifth-grader at Harrington Elementary, won second place and
$50.

Angelica Zamudio and Francia Partida, eighth-graders at Haydock Intermediate
School, tied for third place and each won $25.

The contest was sponsored to encourage student pride in Chicano culture and to
promote appreciation for poetry as a media for art and expression.

Distinguished judges were Luis Leal, a professor of Chicano Studies and a member of
the prestigious North American Academy of the Spanish Language, Chicano Studies
department chairman Francisco Lomeli and Spanish and Portuguese department



chairman Victor Fuentes.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


