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FULBRIGHT GRANT TO SEND UCSB
PROFESSOR TO FINLAND

UC Santa Barbara English professor Robert Erickson will spend the 1999-2000
academic year teaching and researching at the University of Helsinki in Finland
thanks to a Fulbright grant he recently received.

Erickson will continue his research of what he calls "the shamanic epic" with special
focus on the Finnish national epic, "The Kavevala" and on John Milton's "Paradise
Lost."

He will also study Milton's poetry within the context of shamanism.

Hosting Erickson will be Juha Pentikainen,

chairman of the Department of Comparative Religion at the University of Helsinki
and a widely-recognized authority on Nordic shamanism.

Erickson, a specialist in 17th- and 18th-century English literature, has been on the
UCSB faculty since 1966.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary



collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


