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~x000B_DE HART'S TALK EXPLORES
ABORTION AND U.S. NATIONALISM

Historian Jane S. De Hart will give a free public lecture titled "Abortion and the
Politics of National Identity" at 4 p.m., March 2, in UC Santa Barbara's
Interdisciplinary Humanities Center McCune Conference room (6th floor, Humanities
and Social Sciences Building).

In the much-studied abortion struggles of the mid-19th and late-20th centuries, one
key element has remained largely unexamined, says De Hart, "the extent to which
opposition to abortion is fundamentally linked to the ideology and mythologies of
nationalism." De Hart will explore how the politics of abortion and national identity
converged in the mid-19th century and again in the late 20th century to illuminate
the process by which we as a people establish what it means to be an American.

A specialist in modern American history and a pioneer in the field of U.S. women's
history, De Hart was co-winner of the American Political Science Association's
Victoria Schuck Prize for the best book on women and politics published in 1990,
"Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA: A State and the Nation." She received a
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities for the 1998-1999
academic year to complete her forthcoming book, "Defining America: Personal
Politics and the Politics of National Identity," to be published by the University of
Chicago Press.



De Hart joined the UCSB history faculty in 1992. Previously, she was director of
women's studies and professor of history at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

This lecture is co-sponsored by the UCSB Department of History, Interdisciplinary
Humanities Center, Women's Center, and Women's Studies Program.

For more information, the public may call the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center at
893-3907.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.



