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Revolution, Five Years On

When hundreds of thousands of protestors streamed into Cairo’s Tahrir Square on
Jan. 25, 2011, it sparked an uprising that toppled Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
and inspired demonstrations around the world. UC Santa Barbara will mark the fifth
anniversary of the uprising with a four-day workshop, “After Tahrir: Egyptian
Revolutionary Experiences and Future Visions,” Jan. 23-26.

Organized by three UCSB professors with extensive experience in Egypt, the
workshop will feature discussion panels led by scholars, journalists and activists.
According to Sherene Seikaly, assistant professor of history at UCSB and one of the
organizers, the collaborative workshop will “reimagine the shifting fabric of
neoliberalism, the imperatives of popular sovereignty, the challenges of
gender/sexuality/race justice in the context of repression and the cultures of
authoritarianism that are shaping our times, globally.”

The workshop was also organized by Paul Amar, associate professor of global and
international studies, and Laila Shereen Sakr, assistant professor of film and media
studies.

Although the symposium opens Saturday, Jan. 23, with a closed workshop, the public
is invited to the Egyptian Insurgency Film Festival on Sunday, Jan. 24. Featuring a
series of 18 film shorts, new media projects and a video installation, the festival runs
from 2-5 p.m. in UCSB’s Pollock Theater. A discussion and reception with the
filmmakers will follow the screenings.

http://aftertahrir.net/
http://www.history.ucsb.edu/faculty/sherene-seikaly
http://www.global.ucsb.edu/people/paul-amar
https://www.filmandmedia.ucsb.edu/person/laila-shereen-sakr/


“When we thought about ‘After Tahrir,’ bringing together revolutionary voices to
think about the revolution, we considered a lot of the new media, because of the
proliferation of cultural productions that emerged during these tumultuous years,”
noted Sakr. “We thought we would curate a film fest that we could host in our state-
of-the-art Pollock Theater. We were fortunate to invite several filmmakers and
activists, or filmmaker-activists, videographers, artists, curators who are all engaged
in the social movements one way or another.”

The public is also invited to attend a series of open panel discussions Monday, Jan.
25, in the McCune Conference Room in the Humanities & Social Sciences Building at
UCSB. The all-day event will include five panels featuring more than 20 presenters
on a variety of topics. “After Tahrir” concludes Tuesday, Jan. 26, with a graduate
student workshop in the McCune Conference Room from 9-11:30 a.m.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


