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Four UC Santa Barbara Graduates
Win Top Academic Awards

Four graduating seniors in the College of Letters and Science at the University of
California, Santa Barbara have been selected to receive awards for outstanding
academic achievement at commencement exercises on June 14 and 15.

Anne Francisca Casillas, a communication major from Thousand Oaks, will receive
the Luis Leal Social Sciences Undergraduate Award for outstanding interdisciplinary
achievement in the social sciences. The award was established in honor of Don Luis
Leal, a distinguished visiting professor of Chicana and Chicano Studies whose
presence and scholarship have greatly enriched the Santa Barbara campus.

Dmitriy P. Kolodin, of Simi Valley, who is graduating with a degree in molecular,
cellular, and development biology, will receive the Francis Colville and Terry
Dearborn Memorial Award for outstanding academic achievement as an honors
student majoring in the sciences. The award was established in memory of Francis
M. Colville and Terry H. Dearborn, associate professors of physical education at
UCSB.

Katherine Marie Ross, of Hanford, who has a double major in German and linguistics,
will receive the William R. Reardon Undergraduate Award for outstanding academic
achievement in an arts or humanities discipline. The award is named for William R.
Reardon, a UCSB professor emeritus of dramatic art and former associate dean in
the College of Letters and Science.
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Cali Elise Johnson, of Canyon Lake, who has a double major in biopsychology and
pharmacology, will receive the Daniel G. Aldrich, Jr. Outstanding Senior Award in
recognition of her outstanding scholarship and contributions to the campus
community. The award was established in memory of Daniel G. Aldrich, Jr., who
served as chancellor and professor of soils and plant nutrition at UC Irvine and as
acting chancellor at UCSB.

The College of Letters and Science is the largest college at UCSB and the third
largest in the UC system. The college enrolls about 16,000 students -- 80 percent of
all UCSB undergraduates -- and offers nearly 80 majors and interdisciplinary
programs and more than 30 academic minors.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


