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L.A. LAKER TICKETS REWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP

Local students received an unexpected bonus for their scholarship and citizenship
when 1,000 tickets for the Los Angeles Lakers scrimmage this Sunday, Oct. 10, at
UC Santa Barbara were distributed to Santa Barbara-area schools.

La Patera elementary school fifth-grader Bertha Tamayo, 10, is one of three
classmates and one of 21 students at La Patera who will attend the scrimmage with
an accompanying adult. Her industriousness at school was rewarded by the draw of
a lucky popsicle stick.

"A lottery was the only fair way to determine which of my students would get the
tickets," said Bertha's teacher, Judy Jenkins. "But Bertha, a second-language learner
who works hard to learn English along with her other subjects, is truly a student who
has demonstrated outstanding scholarship and citizenship."

"I am very happy to be chosen," said Bertha excitedly. The oldest of four in a single-
parent family, Bertha is not entirely sure which player is Shaquille O'Neal, but is
looking forward to watching him play.

Tickets were also distributed for disbursement through the City of Santa Barbara
Parks and Recreation Department to their programs targeting low-income youths.

"We simply wanted families who may not have the means to attend a Lakers game
to have that chance," said Jon Spaventa, director of UCSB's Physical Activities &



Recreation department. "Rewarding local students who deserve recognition for their
diligence is part of that."

The tickets were made available courtesy of the Los Angeles Lakers and the UCSB
Department of Physical Activities & Recreation.

About UC Santa Barbara

The University of California, Santa Barbara is a leading research institution that also
provides a comprehensive liberal arts learning experience. Our academic community
of faculty, students, and staff is characterized by a culture of interdisciplinary
collaboration that is responsive to the needs of our multicultural and global society.
All of this takes place within a living and learning environment like no other, as we
draw inspiration from the beauty and resources of our extraordinary location at the
edge of the Pacific Ocean.


